			Minutes of PODS Monthly Meeting- July 24, 2014




Twenty-One members attending including: Phyllis Rummel, Lesley Martin, Laura Griffith, Jorgen Hog, Terry Brim, Jen Kuykendall, Winifred Simon, Nancy Fierstien, Chris Wuestefeld, Ron Millegan, Ken Ziegler, Dave Wilson, Drexel Johnson, John Hoag, Doug Gephardt, Warren Capps, Jaime Molina, Dan Zinn, Tom Hausler, Michael Penn Smith and John Fierstien.


PODS President, Lesley Martin opened the meeting asking all attending to please sign in on the sign in sheet. 

Ken Ziegler shared that Kelby One Live is having an all day Photoshop workshop. If you register by July 30, 2014 the fee will be $79.00 for members of KelbyOne and $89.00 for nonmembers. 
http://kelbyone.com/live/


Our PODS Google Plus page is very active. Lesley will be using photos submitted on Google Plus on our Facebook Timeline page. All images will receive credit and copyright.

There will be a Group Project posted with a different theme every month. This is a challenge to get us out and photographing different things throughout the year. Images will be posted on Facebook.

John Hoag, Treasurer, reported that PODS currently has $424.59 in the bank. Due received this past month were $39.00 and Lesley Martin purchased a projector for PODS for $758.00.

Activities for August:
There will be a field trip to the Lake Travis Balloon Launch on August 09, 2014.  Those interested should plan to be there before sunrise (approximately 6:55am). The launch happens by the Mansfield Dam and there is parking at the County Park on the other side of the lake. It is important to get there early as parking is limited. Anyone interested in carpooling to the event post to Google Plus or Yahoo Groups. Information about the event can also be found here: https://www.sctxca.org/suncity/clubs/groups/sites/photog/Field_Trips/Upcoming_Trips/Salado_Balloon_Fest.html
http://laketravis.com/events/balloons-over-lake-travis/







Jen Kuykendall along with Doug Gephardt have put together some fabulous workshops for the group. Starting in August (hopefully) on the 4th Saturday of each month there will be a workshop on Editing images- Tools and Techniques for Post Processing. Workshops will begin at 10:00am and will end around 4:00pm with a one hour lunch break.  Workshops are limited to eight people and there is no charge for PODS members. These workshops will deal in different subjects each month and will be subjects such as portraiture photography, sports photography, wildlife photography, etc…  Members will need to bring their own laptop with photo editing software installed. If you do not have this and still wish to attend you can do so. The workshop will be broken up into two hours intervals:
The first two hours: everyone will get two to three of the same images that they will be asked to edit and bring to the workshop. We will view on screen each one and they will talk about what they did to accomplish their edit.
Break for lunch – one hour. You can bring your lunch with you or go out
The next two hours: The “guest” speaker will give their tips and talk through what it is they do. The guest speaker will be someone with experience in the subject of the workshop. 
The last two hours: There will be individual edits using techniques and tips shared during the workshop. The time may be spent in an open forum format allowing attendees to talk amongst themselves as they edit their images.

More information will be posted on the Google Plus page, Yahoo Groups page and Facebook as details are firmed up.  The workshop will be held at Winifred Simon’s house (Thank you Winifred!!) Dates may change around the holidays to accommodate everyone’s schedules.

This is a very exciting opportunity for our members. Thank you to Jen and Doug for organizing these workshops! 

Dave Wilson is looking for 4 volunteers to assist him in photographing the Dripping Springs High School Band. These would be an ongoing assignment taking photographs at the football games, band competitions, etc… Please contact Dave if you are interested.

Chris Wuestefeld (Show Committee Chairman) announced that the Wesley Gallery Show will be on October 10, 2014. It’s time to start thinking about what photographs you would like to submit for the show. A theme has not been announced yet but that will be posted soon. 
The Show Committee consists of: Chris Wuestefeld, Winifred Simon, Phyllis Rummel, Ken Ziegler, Michael Penn Smith and Doug Gephardt. 

The meeting concluded with a slideshow of photographs taken by PODS members. Each member explained what they did to get the shot, camera settings, lighting, etc….
Some helpful tips shared with the group:
There is now a Nikon Manual Viewer App for IOS/Android. This app allows user to download the manual for their Nikon camera on their tablet or phone. No more carting around your manual in your camera bag!
 
DAP (Dynamic Auto Painter) Painter is a fun to use software that turns your photographs into paintings.

If traveling somewhere hot and humid condensation can be a big problem for your camera. Some tips shared were to bring silica packets with you to help with moisture. Expose your camera and lenses to allow them to adjust to the new climate. Microfiber towels are good to wrap your equipment in. You can clean your memory card contacts with alcohol to clean them. 
